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Am - ad m e nj s jo. the .Cky ro s : 
This listing of c ai ns ) 3j aces ill prioi > e s 01 ; n< listings felau \s in the application: 

1 u . C s 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of polling interactive television viewers, tlie method 
comprising: 

hk-muo mg o s p-.-u of two or more entry elements; 

s - ue - v i pm ts v.; «. e - v v ^ .ce defined, 

configuring at least one polling request, each polling request including one of the subsets 

of entry elements, and each polling request prompting a viewer to evaluate at least some of the 

entry elements; 

preparing a first evaluation round that includes at least the polling request and that 
enables a first user to select one of the entry elements multiple times within the polli ng request to 
i _o uoc vKaTw !oi t k one cutty ehn erjjyd aspect 

■ more set top systems of one or more interactive television viewers; 
luation round to the one or more set top systems of the one or more 
rs; 

receiving responses to the first evaluation round that includes an indication of the number 
v. <- " . , s \c elected by the first user; 

I nes that each of the entry elements has been selected by users 

v i a ^ j i ^ o n s ) 

n me v _ - > ~g mquest; 

klentifymg, in response to tallying, a second pool of revised elements that reflect more 
^ v ^ - s v i aimn round such that the c and pot 

v > v SI pOi 

selecting revised elements such that subsets of revised elements are defined; 





^ ' g teqeetf each sccu'k' polling re es ding one 

of the subsets of revised elements, and each second polling request prompting a viewer to 
yaluate ere 3d s selected fron le second pool; and 

preparing a subsequent evaluation round that includes at least the second polling request. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first and second polling 
t e i eis of elements. 

'resented) < nethod of claim 1 w , c e , nimthe 

polling request is different from the every other element appearing in the polling request. 

: ,0 e s " \ v v \ x I he method of claim ! wherein: 

_ : \_nve <tnd 

uu,vne v -\ t ; i t , . v ^ 

participating in the first evaluat ion rou nd com prises: 

Vlc iiuusbc o* t rges i ia f . v. >- bVod b< 

liters oartidpajb^ 

u of t ie_mnc limi t; and 
e fast ev aluate 

time limit 




5. t< v \< i > v 1 >d K a i ! v 

vn v that 

<. < e 1 \ broadcast dfvpla^.c 

-> evis ^ ^ - zwer] 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of el aim 5_wh . | 
fixed tirjo. ^ . i _ ^ v C t \ e 

^?kYL« i.o :i v : e w er s CiHllgn^ 

s no fust ival tdtion loind ten 

v\ ^ ^ v v ( v 5 ^ - . _ _ ' « _ s ojoj t u 

without .regard, for, re^onigs to the first evakiaii(iri round received after the predetermined ..fixed 

„ u u c Ik i o mo p o» a i ^ u 

hnvuh . s ' hk vai ' oe ci o, bo bru^cast teV\_sKV pr^gjun based \ tpe iMt i u 
features. 4 wher e i n 4he-t imt> limit io common - to all o f t h e iateraetiveMe vision viewer o. 



7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising displaying 
laoackavan: particular content, oth er than results of the first evaluation round. U> the interactive 
television viewers based on evaluating the responses to the first evaluation round. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ? wherein broadcasting the particular 
s » v.. use. intCifacc 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein broadcasting the particular 

S. o.b;tsod.on,t ! < 

eyaluutipnjs]^ uarftknedia-data. 

10 pArnenth hnKudeds Fhe method of claim " wlie; . tisfkymgh; sd sum; 
particular content io the interactive television . viewer] ] vaewers eonipnses brogpieartnig a 

1 e responses t 

displayH>g4h^^k^kf-eoate n t us ing t h e set top syst e m .. 

11. {Original) The method of claim 1 further wmprismg designatuio polling rules for 
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. , > cm 11 fiirtber -comprising deterniining context 
information of interactive television viewers. 

" o-" ^ , erne . < v ; . ather comprising jplymg t 
d comes « iteractive television viewers. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 wherein: 

determining the context information includes determining television programming 
" c ic ( s ision viewer at a p art-vo .-- • ■ ; 

M^vy oj gv m w c r i corn 

fogiammng „ , , 

T : ^— 10 *~.e-^m^ ' ,\_ ,_.t_g...ae^ 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein: 

ei sion programming currently b ) s i i a. 

_± . s _s . i, t cluster a a, lot iQiTiJ 

_ . er Jy bei ng viewed K s on vgevver 

v - _ ' - v npnscs; 

v malum about the mtc; 

^OJhe tele\gsign^ 



cogggsring :he denvediiem^ 

g. - , reactive television vi ewer as u c , 

- , «. o "panson o f the d erived dcmog-op.uc s 

getin 
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16. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein determining ieie\ isum programming 
being viewed comprises determining the television programming using an EPG 

\ , v method of v, •> , v o ^ , , - 

Aslv^Yiyjorypro^ 

vsca^,^ \ . - , o cs (or no frst evaluau - < „ v < 

Vr^-iWSV^^^^iA!' Ht viMi*K4*k*4vH d*4fWi?y-tO tfte- -ftkM v v * VH^va?. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17 'wherein ^ ,m ^ i, em i r 

" ' ■ . - ; vin a tuned to fay set to p systems t he context informa* ^^it^aated-wi^ 
^^.te^ws-o v-^rOgs *m- f mg v, m n sc- 

v-n x ■» - m feOitfe-x4-ift f oCTi at H»a based upon a television signal received by a set 
top box. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1? wherein ce n , <m . v 

'! 1 % e, v homg Una* to b> se t top s ystems eoatext"infoim^ion'as8(^46d-^\4fer^ 
^vw-on puvgi-amm ?>g compiles oUernm ng JvVis on yog? . • ; " \ , o 

*^ v p ^ v \n > v> t ex t infor ma t i o n based upon a channel identification number. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17 wherein detertnim y \ m .Men 

C u» ig . »m v 'tnnUi being famed to bv set to p systems oontext inlbnriat ioft-fessee^ed-wife-fee 
? K3graro es determining tel evision programming c u . to 

v ^ w^u-n^ « R»t.t»i based upon a broadcaster identifier. 

unende< e method of 17 wherein: 
preparing the first evaluation round includes preparing 

_ ' ^ j-rrently being tuned to by the set top systcrm . iu a list oi 
1 °b m sc-rd focf rs tevat m < a. on i ic >^\_v_>i 
p v~- " g_ ■ -)i-ng unai to by the se t top s \>mim . vm :v ■ ! sj i ■■■■ ^ K , _ y 
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J v ^ j. stem-, vS o y 

i Ji wium associated ^wi^^^-telev isioaf . rogramming ; and 

22 (Cufrentl.5 \mended) rhe method of claim 17 whe<\ ox v 
^gramj v v >. _ , systems con text in fo rmation m « K><H ate&w#Hl» 

tel«ws«MHHt»§»-fen*^h*i, u.tdt,^ < otenmmng loleyijwr Die* a , ^ » j -u' \ 

^ v ~ s , . - Kuwm based ape ... erics 

^ -a - ^ oe N 1 he method of claim P v i, 

0> ' > ^ comprises determining television program;- 

rnsoLuy^ , - n o*T»«^o» based upon an episode of a television show. 

- x Amended) The method of claim 17 wherein deteron 

i<ik^i^w-fmp-m' v. t \\ ^w>.imrv ^ 'tL-js or prograr „ V _bcog Uned |o 
N > > - . c^*4Ht*»«»atie» based upon an EPG identity. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17 where oc 

p/ogpn-y* . - iig. uned to by set iop systcrt s €i«te?rfHa#eH« at io n aK seetat^Hy»fe4he 

tetevtsiOfV-pfegF i t ning television program ming cu rrently being tuned.to 

> no - \ ' - \ ^ pun a program contem category. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 whert e first € >< 

sat leas v < g request, includes prompting the interactive television 
viewer to select one element in the polling request of two or more elements. 
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27. ( .Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein sending the first e > alu ition 
round inc s i-iht eievision viewer to rank order a list of elements. 

ded) The method of da \ c e s 
v ' kvs s at ' ^_ v. v en eat v u 

,s f ll! 1 - - v 
secooc v 1 - > e v es . s > 

V vs o r -c su; sea ent <• • _ - let i c most selected .'icmoi m * < i 

v ec v amnt ] ry yoqi est 

^ ^' " n - v *- - f_ > ^ a > ar the fust polling , . 

V ^3i> <- i 4jt\|ie-t 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28 wherein the subsequent evaluation 
round continues until there is one element that has not been selected to a lesser degree than other 
elements in a ny polling request of the most selected elements and the other elements. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein identifying a second pool of 
revised elements includes determining which element in the polling request received the most 

x < te> iv^ . ^ameuse- 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein identifying a second pool of 
evised ek . ;s a 1« selected element in a first polling request and a least selected 

element in a second polling request, 

rc\k>u> ^esenied) The method of ciah when: 
-f ^ v v m visage. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein sending the first evaluation 
>uiu eludes si ig a electronic x . mess ge 
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34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein sending the first evaluation 

c \ ,smn programming. 

35. (Cancelled). 

< \ « v d) \ eommusieations apparatus for polling interactive television 
x s * t o uredto: 

identify a first pool of two or more entry elements; 
v e N v n ^ n >. •> of entry elements are defined; 

configure at least one poHing request, each polling request includi i to subsets 
entry elements, and each polling request prompting a viewer to evaluate at least some of the 
entry elements; 

prepare a first evaluation round that includes at least the polling request and that enables 
& first user to select one of the entry elements multiple times wnm Jv ; _ ^ - ^\.uc e to 
' 1 - 1 - ' 1 - N cleme nt with respec t u e , - 

^ - i j request, 

connect to one or more set top systems of one or more interactive television viewers; 
-cud the iron c> v ason round to the one or more set top systems of the one or more 
N ~ \ ,- < V - ; 1 ; 

receive responses to the first evaluation round that includes an indication of the number 

; end > elements have been selected by the first user; 
t > k n tnber ol ( me thai each of the entr> elements has been selected b> users 

v ! v i> k _ . i um ber o f > vxs >m > viu , . s 

s ^ - " v 0 v h\ the same usei wUftm ' . ^t.uest- 

s s v v. >f revised elements tha led n ore 

v iuation round such that the ?ec< td p includes 

fewer elements than the first pool; 

select revised elements such that subsets of revised elements are defined; 
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configure a second polling request, each second polling request including one of the 
sunset of :ev ised element and each, second pooling request prompting the viewer to evaluate 
e revised el enu <; n the second pool; and 

prepare a. subsequent evaluation round that includes at least the second polling request. 

37. (Cancelled). 

38. (Currently Amended) A computer program for polling interactive television viewers, 
the computer program being stored on a tangible computer readable medium and comprising 
instructions for: 

o two 1 n ore entry elements; 

selecting entry elements such that subsets of entry elements are defined; 

configuring at least one polling request, each polling request including one of the subsets 
of entry elements, and each polling request prompting a viewer to evaluate at least some of the 
entry elements; 

preparing a first evaluation round that 'includes at least the polling request and that 
- rabies 1 a user to select one of the entry elements multiple me * \* 
<■ ' - ^ 1 * ^ mr ^ s ^ ; 

solved by dm 

connecting to one or more set top systems of one or more interactive television viewers; 
- n % v , i ionud to the one or more set top systems of the one or more 

interactive television viewers; 

es v i ion round hat ncludes i id v U \v\> oftht nt 

ol ti nes hat b - e ments hm e been selected by the first user; 

tallying the number of times that each of the entry elements has been selected bj user s 
1 ^ round , the to tal num: y - . 
} element In the same user within the polling request; 
identifying nse - i second pool of revised elements ih cile 

populai element ; as identified in the first evaluation round such that the second pool includes 
- o v s , v s - pee 



selecting revised elements such that subsets of revised elements rede <. 
configuring at least one second polling request, each second polling request including one 
of the si )seis e s ; second ne . . 

v v ' pool ; and 

on round that uk » 

39. (Cancelled). 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the subsets of 
entry elements shares a common entry element with another of the subsets of entry elements. 

41. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein den t. m $ ^ < * n< u 
seem-ul v ofre\ ired elements that reflect more popular elements as identified in the first 
evaluation round such that the second pool includes fewer elements than the first pool comprises 
selecting a first entry element from the first evaluation round over a second' entry element from 
the first evaluation round based on the first entry element having more total selections than the 

v o v> o ^ ^ , e^ >e second entry element being selected by more total users than 
the first end-} elen sn1 

42. (New) The method of claim i wherein tallying the number of times that each of the 
entry elements has been selected by users participating in the first evaluation round comprises 
ske 5g erof tim th each of the entry elements has been selected by users 

v nd to provide greater weight to more 

responses, 

43. (New) The method of claim 1 wliei em identfivint <. 

second pool of revised elements comprises using sampling techniques to identify the second pool 
s based subse e )onses received for the first evaluation round. 



